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Theme for July: Desire
Sunday, July 1, 11:00 a.m. Platform
“Learning to Live & Love in the Farthest Spaces of Our Hearts”; Victoria Price
Music: Ann Zhang, piano
“Let my
heart put
aside every
desire, so
that my
heart grows
used to its
farthest
spaces.
Better that
it live fully
aware, in
the terror
of its stars, than as if protected,
soothed by what is near”—Rainer Maria Rilke.
Scientists say we live in an infinitely
expanding universe—an idea that they
also say our human minds are incapable of comprehending. Essentially, infin-

ity scares the heck out of us. Which is
how desire—the yearning for something or someone—became the gasoline in the motor of humanity, filling the
empty tanks of our fears and fueling
everything from global economies to
our most intimate moments.

Victoria's popular blog, Daily Practice
of Joy, chronicles her journey back to
joy that began in 2011, the year in
which the world celebrated the 100th
birthday of her father, Vincent Price,
with Vincentennial celebrations around
the globe.

Taking inspiration from poetry as well
as experiences from her own life, Rev.
Victoria Price asks us to consider whether this limited view of desire has blinded us to the possibility of a lifechanging dialogue with Infinite Love in
the farthest spaces of our hearts.

In 2016, after living in Santa Fe, New
Mexico, for a quarter century, Victoria
embarked on an ongoing journey of
intentional homelessness, chronicled in
her new inspirational memoir, The Way
of Being Lost: A Road Trip to My Truest
Self. Her critically-acclaimed biography
of her father, Vincent Price: A Daughter’s Biography, was published in 1999
by St Martin’s Press and 2014 by
Open Road Media.

Victoria Price brings her unique story to
the national and international stage as
an author, inspirational speaker, blogger, designer, artist and art consultant,
and interspiritual and interfaith minister.

Sunday, July 8, 11:00 a.m. Platform
“When You Wish Upon a Star: What We All Truly Desire”; Kendra Holliday
Music: Leah Haynes, violin
What makes desire healthy or not?
How does society shame us about our
healthy desires? How can we ethically
pursue our desires? Kendra Holliday
explores the various facets of what we
yearn for, and how we can find balance in pursuing our passions.
Kendra Holliday is a sex-positive activist and co-founder of Sex Positive St

Louis, a not-for-profit organization
whose mission is to provide safe spaces
for adults to connect with like-minded
people, obtain accurate sex ed, and
explore their sexuality. Her blog is The
Beautiful Kind, and her professional
consulting site is
www.beopenandhonest.com.
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Sunday, July 15, 11:00 a.m. Platform
“Getting What You Want”; James Croft, Outreach Director
Music: Nicholas Susi, piano
Many of us have an uncomfortable relationship with our own desires. We all
want things, but sometimes we are
nervous or bashful to express them,
fearing what others might think. Sometimes, we simply don’t know how to get

what we want. In this Platform we will
explore how we can understand, articulate, and achieve our desires—without
any self-help nonsense.

Sunday, July 22, 11:00 a.m. Platform TBA
Music: James Farquhar, cello and Young Oh, piano
Sunday, July 29, 11:00 a.m. Platform
“Our Dark Desires”; James Croft, Outreach Director
Music: Kelly Wells and Ryan Spearman
Not everything we want is something
we should want. Sometimes, we have
less control over our desires than we
would like. And sometimes, we’ve been

told our desires are wrong, when in fact
they are not. How can we deal with our
dark desires, those things we want but
think we shouldn’t? Why do we want

things which hurt us? Where can we find
help?

Strategic Planning Task Force - Call for Volunteers
The Board is constituting a Strategic
Planning Task Force to help chart a
course for the future of the Ethical Society and we need your help! We’re
looking for Ethical Society members
who have passion for the Society and
who would like to serve the community
by working on the Strategic Planning
Task Force. The task force will use diverse methods to reach out to the mem-

bership, solicit feedback about how the
Ethical Society might live its mission and
what goals the Ethical Society might
achieve in the years to come, and draft
a long-term plan for the Society. The
task force time frame is August 2018 –
May 2019. Every member of the Society will have an opportunity to provide
feedback about the Society’s direction
during that time frame. Right now,

we’re calling for Ethical Society members to consider joining the Strategic
Planning Task Force. If you are a member and might be interested in joining
the Strategic Planning Task Force,
please contact Krystal White or Matthew Hile or email PlanningTaskForce@ethicalstl.org to talk further
about this opportunity to serve the Ethical Society.

SEEK and Summer Sunday Childcare
SEEK celebrated the end of the 201718 program year at the end of May.
We have so many of you to thank for
helping to create a challenging and inspiring year for all our kids! Childcare

will be available throughout the summer
on Sundays from 9:45 a.m. until noon in
our nursery/preschool and downstairs
for elementary-aged kids. Special summer programs are also in the works! To

learn what we're up to year round, stay
in touch with SEEK on Facebook.
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9:45 Forum on July 15 - Workshop on How to Respond to Racism
Have you ever heard someone make a
racist comment and you wanted to say
something but didn’t know how to respond in the moment? The 9:45 Forum
on Sunday, July 15 is designed to help
you in those situations. The moderator

will pose various comments and situations and, during the Forum, our community members will practice verbal and
non-verbal responses. Our goals are
for everyone to walk away with at
least one line that they’d feel comforta-

ble using in a situation and for us all to
feel better prepared to respond to
racism next time. Presented by the End
Racism Team; please contact Krystal
White with questions.

9:45 Forum on July 29 - Knife Skills, Oscar-Nominated Documentary
What does it take to build a worldclass French restaurant? What if the
staff is almost entirely men and women
just out of prison? What if most have
never cooked or served before, and
have barely two months to learn their

trade? Knife Skills follows the hectic
launch of EDWINS restaurant in Cleveland, Ohio. In this improbable setting,
with its mouthwatering dishes and its
arcane French vocabulary, we discover
the challenges of men and women find-

ing their way after their release from
prison. We come to know three trainees
intimately, as well as the restaurant’s
founder, who is also dogged by his
past. The film is 40 minutes long, leaving time for discussion.

ing our recently joined members, developing leadership skills within the membership, making the Society’s building
and programs more accessible for individuals with disabilities, developing
and following safety and protection
protocols, and increasing overall satisfaction with SEEK. The entire membership works together to meet these goals
and the Board thanks you for your hard
work in making the Ethical Society a

better place!

Board Bulletin
The 2018–19 Ethical Society Board of
Trustees has been hard at work in May
and June as we get settled into the new
year. Main highlights since the Annual
Meeting include the New Trustee Orientation, the Inaugural Board Retreat
where we established Board goals for
the year, and beginning the Strategic
Planning Task Force. In addition, the
entire Society has goals for this upcoming year too and they focus on retain-

We have an additional thank you to
the membership: Most families sustained
their prior pledge giving, and almost
100 member households increased their
pledge amount this year; these total
pledges provided the funds for Society
staff raises. Thank you for your generosity!

Upcoming Science Fiction Book Club Meetings, 4th Mondays
The Ethical Society Science Fiction Book
Club meets 4th Mondays, 7-8:30 p.m.,
in Kate Lovelady’s office. All are welcome to any meeting, even if you have-

n’t finished the book.
July 23. All Systems Red by Martha
Wells. Host: Aaron Tidball.

You can also find information on the
Ethical Society Science Fiction Book
Club on Facebook.

Member News
Please welcome our newest member:
Raji Laxman is an IT professional
whose interests are Star Trek, music,

reading, travel, philosophy and neuroscience. She is joining to be a part of
an open-minded, humanist group working toward the betterment of society.
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TWA Talk—No Meetings in July
There is no TWA in July. Stay cool, ladies!
The Tuesday Women’s Association
(TWA) meets in the Becker Room

(except where noted) on Tuesdays from
10 a.m. until after noon, August through
June. After the morning programs, all
are invited to stay for a brown-bag

lunch followed by news of members,
roundtables, and/or mah jongg at
12:30 p.m.

Men’s Discussion Group, Tuesday Mornings—No Meetings in July or August
There is no Men’s Group in July or August. Stay cool, gentlemen!
Each Tuesday from 10 a.m. until noon
the Men’s Forum gathers in the Hanke

Room—the first hour a formal program
is presented, followed by a general
meeting, and participants are invited to
stay after noon for a brown-bag lunch.
All are welcome, whether a member of

the Ethical Society or not. Just bring an
open mind and a small cash donation
for the hot drinks and doughnuts that
are usually available.

Peres Gateway Trail, which we will
follow to the River City Casino Trail.
After a rest stop in Jefferson Barracks
Park, we will pass through some neighborhoods to connect with Grant's Trail,
which will lead us back to Kirkwood for
lunch. The trip will be 26 miles (taking
the shortcuts on this cue sheet). Don't
forget to bring water, an extra tube,
sunscreen, your helmet [if you use one—

editor], and a snack if you like. If the
weather is expected to exceed 90 degrees, an email will be sent to the Ethicyclists list and the ride will be postponed week-by-week until we find a
more temperate Saturday. To add your
name to the email list, contact David
Brown (david@thebrowngreens.com or
cell: 314-703-6945).

Ethicyclists Ride for July
Join other Ethicyclists for our July bicycle ride on Saturday, July 14. We will
meet at 8:45 a.m. at the Kirkwood
Community Center, 111 S. Geyer Rd.
Park in back along the west side of the
parking lot. We will leave at 9 a.m.
Our path will take us east from Kirkwood Park through both Kirkwood and
Webster Groves. Then we will travel
into Shrewsbury to join the River Des

Summer Khaki Pants Drive for Gateway HS
The Ethical Society has adopted the St.
Louis City magnet high school Gateway
STEM. This summer we will again be
helping with their annual summer khaki
pants drive. Gateway has a uniform
dress code and all the students must

wear khakis. New or gently used pants
would be greatly appreciated; smaller
adult sizes are particularly needed:
women's 1-6 and men's 29-34. Any
kind of khakis will be accepted, but the
cargo style are preferred. If you are

donating gently used pants, make sure
they are clean. A collection box will be
available in the downstairs lobby
through August. Thank you!

July’s Ethical Edge Topic: The Ethics of Shopping
How can we be ethical consumers? Is it
even possible? The complexities of
making responsible purchasing decisions can seem overwhelming: Who
made the goods? How were they treated? What are the goods made of?

What is the environmental impact of
the item? How about the impact of its
transportation to you? And how about
the company’s political donations and
domestic worker policies? Explore all
these questions and more in a friendly,

facilitated environment, Thursday, July
19, at 6:30 p.m. at Café Ventana
(3919 W. Pine Blvd). Food and drink
are available to purchase from the
café, so come eat and discuss!
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More End Racism Activities for July
End Racism Discussion Group, Monday, July 16. Join us at 7 p.m. in the
Hanke Room to discuss Trevor Noah’s
memoir Born a Crime: Stories from a
South African Childhood, which details
his childhood in apartheid South Africa;
the importance of family and particularly his mother; and the intersections of

race, poverty, religion, violence, education, and opportunity and their effects
on his life. His story is funny, poignant,
and inspirational. Note: The audiobook
is narrated by Trevor and comes highly
recommended.
Black Lives Matter Vigil, Sunday, July

8. Every second Sunday, Society members and friends gather on Clayton
Road to uphold the dignity and worth
of every person and support the movement for black lives. Join us July 8 at
noon for fifteen minutes or stay for the
full hour. We have signs and sunscreen
to share. All ages are welcome.

All-Society “One Book” Summer Project—Becoming Ms. Burton
The Ethical
Society
End Racism
Team invites you to
participate
in a communitywide reading of Becoming Ms. Burton:
From Prison to Recovery to Leading the
Fight for Incarcerated Women, by Susan
Burton and Cari Lynn. Based on the
One Book concept promoted by local

libraries and communities, we encourage members and friends of the Society to read the book over the summer
and then participate in book discussions
and other community activities during
the late summer and early fall.
The End Racism Team’s goal is to promote learning and community engagement on an issue that affects so many
on a local, regional, and national level.
Susan Burton says it best herself,
“Telling your story is transformative. For
both the storyteller and their audience,

a new bridge to understanding is created.”
If you wish to participate, please complete reading the book by September
16. Use the link https://www.leftbank.com/book/9781620972120 to
receive a 20% discount from Left Bank
Books!
Questions? Please reach out to members of the End Racism Team at
ethicalstl-endracism@googlegroups.com.

International Relations Discussion Group in July: Turkey
The International Relations Discussion
Group, facilitated by member Roy
Overmann, is now meeting on the last

Monday of each month at 7 p.m. in the
Hanke Room. The group is following the
Great Decisions Program of the Foreign

Policy Association. The topic for July 30
is “Turkey: A Partner in Crisis.”

Save the Date: Ethics in Action Award 2018, Sunday Platform, October 7
The Ethical Society's 2018 Ethics in Action Award ceremony will be presented
at Platform on October 7 to Jorge
Riopedre. He is President of Casa de
Salud, which brings physical and mental
health benefits to uninsured members of
our community, especially immigrant
communities. Casa de Salud is located

at 3200 Chouteau. Jorge Riopedre has
built the institution by arranging for
collaborations and contributions from
various organizations (including both St.
Louis University and Washington University), agencies, and individuals, and
enlisting the help of many volunteers

including doctors and other health care
professionals.
By coincidence, on June 11, a frontpage article appeared in the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch celebrating the addition
of mental health services to the clinic’s
offerings: see bit.ly/2HDmeBT.
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Around the Building
Man of Steel. Thanks to Ron Wirts for
using his welding skills to make some
adjustments on a stainless steel HVAC
strainer basket. Perfect fit!
Midway. July marks the halfway point
of the Adopt-A-Garden commitment.
All the adopted gardens and mulched
areas are looking great! Thanks to all
our volunteers for taking on an area
and committing to keep it weed-free
April through September. If you’re not
an Adopt-A-Garden volunteer and
curious about the program, there’s a
map and information on the bulletin
board downstairs near the kitchen.
Art ID’d. Thanks to the Aesthetics

Team, plaques now identify the artwork in the Hanke Room. Another new
plaque beautifully interprets the tapestry hanging in the west stairwell. The
artwork never looked so good.

doors are receiving much-needed TLC
from Kent Forrest. One door at a time,
Kent is removing years of grime and
applying conditioner to bring out their
natural beauty.

A big THANK YOU to Bradley Shutes
for volunteering to cover a vacationing
Debbie Bernett’s duties downstairs before and after Platform on Sunday,
June 10, and for the TWA & Men’s
Group meetings on Tuesday, June 12.
Both days entail a lot of work setting
up including chairs, making gallons of
coffee, and all the clean-up required
afterward. Well done, Bradley!

We’ve got lots of projects that need
taking care of around the building.
Check out the bulletin board outside the
kitchen downstairs. Read a brief description of several little projects and
choose one that’s right for you. Some
odd jobs would be downright fun to do
with a friend or two. Like to help? Contact Facility Coordinator Kitt Rogers
(krogers@ethicalstl.org or 991-0955 x
211).

One by One. Many of our wooden

Operation Food Search Project Update
Thanks for your continued contributions
to our non-perishable food collection.
The blue Operation Food Search barrel
remains in the downstairs hallway by

the elevator awaiting your donations.
Our latest delivery of 66 pounds of
food brought our to-date gifts to those
with food insecurity in our community to

785 pounds! We've helped feed nearly 200 people for a day with our donations. Many thanks to Gayle Rose for
her work on this project.

Upcoming Members’ Art Show—Apply Now to Share Your Work!
The Ethical Society is planning a members’ holiday art show from December
16, 2018, to January 21, 2019. Society member artists who are interested in
participating in the show, please send

photos of your paintings, drawings,
photography, or mixed media work to
Judy Lazarus (jlynnlaz15@gmail.com)
or Jane Schaefer
(janeschaefer79@gmail.com). We may

have room for several pieces from each
artist depending on how much interest
there is. Some of the work will be available for purchase. The Art Exhibits
Team looks forward to your responses.

you know someone cares. That is what
the Committee of Concern does. If you
or someone you know is in need of such
support, or if you would like to be a
part of this caring team, please contact

Jeanette Langton, ethicalstlcoc@yahoogroups.com;
(314) 707-0658.

Committee of Concern
When you or a family member is ill or
experiencing tough times, a call from a
concerned friend means so much.
Whether the caller just asks, “How are
you doing today?” or offers assistance,
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Sunday, July 1
8 a.m. Ethical Mindfulness Practice. Foyer.
9:45 Forum: “Is Consent Changing?” Speaker/s TBA. Hanke
Room.
9:45 a.m. Morning childcare begins.
11 a.m. Platform: “Learning to Live & Love in the Farthest
Spaces of Our Hearts”; Victoria Price. Music: Ann Zhang, piano.
Auditorium.
Monday, July 2
5 p.m. Yoga. Hanke Room.
Laughter Yoga will not meet.
7 p.m. Photo Ops. Hanke Room.
Tuesday, July 3
9 a.m. Ethical Mindfulness Practice. Leader’s office.
Tuesday Women’s Association is on break until August.
Men’s Forum is on break until September.
Tai Chi is on break until September.

9:45 Forum: “Responding to Racism Workshop”; End Racism
Team. Hanke Room.
9:45 a.m. Morning childcare begins.
11 a.m. Platform: “Getting What You Want”; James Croft.
Music: Nicholas Susi, piano. Auditorium.
Monday, July 16
5 p.m. Yoga. Hanke Room.
6 p.m. Just Write writers group. Board Room.
Laughter Yoga will not meet.
7 p.m. End Racism Discussion Group. Hanke Room. See page 5.
Tuesday, July 17
9 a.m. Ethical Mindfulness Practice. Leader’s office.
Tuesday Women’s Association is on break until August.
Men’s Forum is on break until September.
Tai Chi is on break until September.
Science Enthusiasts Club is on break until August.

Wednesday, July 4 ~ Building closed for holiday

Wednesday, July 18
5:30 p.m. Moderation Management. Hanke Room.

Friday, July 6
Good eatin’ potluck moved to July 13 because of holiday
weekend.

Thursday, July 19
7 p.m. Ethical Edge. Café Ventana, 3919 W. Pine Blvd (not at
Ethical Society). See page 4.

Sunday, July 8
8 a.m. Ethical Mindfulness Practice. Foyer.
9:45 Forum: “Dealing with Addiction”; Brandon Costerison.
Hanke Room.
9:45 a.m. Morning childcare begins.
10 a.m. New Member Orientation. Kate Lovelady’s office.
11 a.m. Platform: “When You Wish Upon a Star: What We All
Truly Desire”; Kendra Holliday. Music: Leah Haynes, violin. Auditorium.
Noon. Black Lives Matter vigil. Clayton Road.
5:30 p.m. Second Sunday Dinner Theater. Potluck and playreading. Becker Room.

Sunday, July 22
8 a.m. Ethical Mindfulness Practice. Foyer.
9:45 Forum: “Exploring Ethical Humanism—Colloquy on Desire”; Melissa Triplett. Hanke Room.
9:45 a.m. Morning childcare begins.
11 a.m. Platform: TBA. Music: James Farquhar, cello and Young
Oh, piano. Auditorium.

Monday, July 9
5 p.m. Yoga. Hanke Room.
Laughter Yoga will not meet.
8 p.m. Current Events. Youth Group Room.
Tuesday, July 10
9 a.m. Ethical Mindfulness Practice. Kate Lovelady’s office.
Tuesday Women’s Association is on break until August.
Men’s Forum is on break until September.
Tai Chi is on break until September.
Wednesday, July 11
5:30 p.m. Moderation Management. Hanke Room.
Thursday, July 12
7 p.m. Divorce Support Group. Kate Lovelady’s office.
Friday, July 13
6:30 p.m. Good Eatin’. Meatless potluck. Becker Room. Hosted
by Andy and Mary Ann Stanton. The theme is Red, White, and
Blue.
Saturday, July 14
8:45 a.m. Ethicyclists Ride. See page 4 for meeting location
and details.
Sunday, July 15
8 a.m. Ethical Mindfulness Practice. Foyer.

Monday, July 23
5 p.m. Yoga. Hanke Room.
Laughter Yoga will not meet.
7 p.m. Science Fiction Book Club. Kate Lovelady’s office. See
page 3.
Tuesday, July 24
9 a.m. Ethical Mindfulness Practice. Leader’s office.
Tuesday Women’s Association is on break until August.
Men’s Forum is on break until September.
Tai Chi is on break until September.
Sunday, July 29
8 a.m. Ethical Mindfulness Practice. Foyer.
9:45 Forum: Knife Skills documentary and discussion. Hanke
Room.
9:45 a.m. Morning childcare begins.
11 a.m. Platform: “Our Dark Desires”; James Croft. Music:
Kelly Wells and Ryan Spearman. Auditorium.
Monday, July 30
5 p.m. Yoga. Hanke Room.
6 p.m. Just Write. Board Room.
Laughter Yoga will not meet.
7 p.m. International Relations Discussion. “Turkey: A Partner
in Crisis.” Hanke Room. See page 5.
Tuesday, July 31
9 a.m. Ethical Mindfulness Practice. Kate Lovelady’s office.
Tuesday Women’s Association is on break until August.
Men’s Forum is on break until September.
Tai Chi is on break until September.
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